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DES Encourages Measures to Protect Groundwater
National Groundwater Awareness Week, March 12-16

Concord, NH - In recognition of National Groundwater Awareness Week, March 12-16, the New
Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES) reminds New Hampshire residents that
it is everyone's responsibility to protect and conserve groundwater. In New Hampshire,
approximately 60 percent of all residents rely on underground water sources for their drinking
water. Yet, many people do not realize the impact their actions can have on the water they drink.

Groundwater protection is particularly important for the 40 percent of New Hampshire residents
who rely on private wells and who may not be adequately testing and treating their well water.
For private well users, groundwater protection is a health issue. For public water users,
groundwater protection prevents unnecessary treatment costs and the liability associated with
contaminated sites.

Groundwater protection is easy. Here's what you can do:

e Don’t dump, spill, or spread contaminants on the ground. Follow label directions when using
pesticides and fertilizers. Dispose of household hazardous waste at a collection center. Take
measures to prevent gasoline or oil spills, and if they do occur, clean them up immediately.

e Use less-toxic or non-toxic alternatives to household cleaners. Don’t dump toxic chemicals
down the drain, especially if you use a septic system.

e Test your well. If you use a private well, test the water quality using an accredited laboratory
following DES’s testing recommendations. Although groundwater quality in New
Hampshire is generally good, many private wells have natural contaminants, such as arsenic
and radon, at levels associated with elevated health risks.

e Properly maintain your septic system. Groundwater can become contaminated by sewage
from failed septic systems. So if you're one of the estimated 400,000 homes in New
Hampshire on septic systems, be sure that you monitor your septic system regularly and
pump the tank before your system fails. Learn how to recognize the warning signs of a
failing septic system by contacting DES or your local health officer.

e Decommission un-used wells. If you have an old well on your property that isn't used, get it
properly taken out and filled in by a licensed well driller. This prevents groundwater
contamination, protects water quality and reduces potential injury to both people and
animals.

o Conserve water. Groundwater supplies are not endless. Using less water today ensures that
more water is left for tomorrow. Landscaping with native plants is one simple way.
Replacing older plumbing fixtures with new, more efficient fixtures is another.



For more information about groundwater in general, DES can be reached at (603) 271-2513 or
www.des.state.nh.us.

Contact Information by Topic

Groundwater Protection flier — www.des.nh.gov/dwspp/pdf/BrochureGW.pdf

Hazardous Waste Disposal — (603) 271-2900 or www.des.nh.gov/factsheets/hw/hw-3.htm
Private Well Testing — (603) 271-2952 or www.des.nh.gov/well_testing.htm

Septic System Maintenance — (603) 271-3501 or www.des.nh.gov/factsheets/ssb/ssb-2.htm
Decommissioning Abandoned Wells — (603) 271-1974 or www.des.nh.gov/factsheets/ws/ws-1-
7.htm

Water Conservation — (603) 271-2974 or www.des.nh.gov/h20_conservation.htm
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