The State of New Hampshire
DEPARTMENT OF EENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Thomas S. Burack, Commissioner

March 31, 2011

The Honorable Bob Odell, Chairman

Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 102

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Re: HB 439, relative to claiming an invasive species as a habitat.

Dear Chairman Odell:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 439, which seeks to amend RSA 212-A:13
by prohibiting invasive species from being considered habitat for an endangered species. This is a
very important issue that needs to be properly and carefully resolved. The Department of
Environmental Services (DES) recommends that this bill be retained in committee pending the
outcome of inter-agency discussions and research efforts among the agencies with responsibilities
relative to invasive aquatic species control.

The Department of Environmental Services, the Department of Agriculture, Markets and
Food, the Department of Fish and Game, and the Department of Resources and Economic
Development, each have a legislated role in the control of invasive aquatic plants in New
Hampshire’s waterbodies. Questions have arisen among these agencies regarding whether and how
exotic aquatic plants should be controlled in New Hampshire waters. For this reason,
commissioners/directors and their respective staffs have recently begun a facilitated process to work
through issues related to invasive aquatic plant control in New Hampshire that include potential
conflicts between invasive aquatic plant control and endangered species protection.

It is my expectation that this specific issue will be addressed through this inter-agency
committee, therefore legislation will not be needed. Should the committee desire, the bill could be
retained, and the issue it attempts to address reviewed by the committee at a later date.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this bill. Please feel free to call Jody Connor at
271-3414, or me at 271-2958, if you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,

[ hetaad (W25, st Goram.

Thomas S. Burack
Commissioner
cc: Representative Drisko

Representative Russell
Representative Christensen
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