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SB-168 Becomes Law

Gvernor Lynch (at right) signed SB 168 into law during a ceoem
n the banks of the Cocheco River in July. This legislatidakes
lished the Southeast Watershed Alliance, a group that wilbrove com-
munity response to water quality problems in the coastal washed 3
through better coordination. Coastal Program Manager Te®B was & _ _
instrumental in the drafting and passage of SB 168. An infational .
meeting will be held on September 29 at 6:30 p.m. in Nottingaat _.I

the Town Hall gym. The meeting will describe the purpose o tAlli- -
ance, the potential scope of its activities and methods foinjng. Visit e ~N
the Southeast Watershed Alliance blofpr information on meetings I NSI DE e

and other news.

Click on the links below to go right to the
story"

Winnicut Dam Removal Begins

er began on the Winnicut Dam removal in late August and ° Great Bay Recreational Use Surve
progress is viewable online through édm cam® By removing | - Additional Grant Opportunities

the dam and constructing a new !sh pass upstream, diminishgopu- | . Save Great Bay website

lations of migratory !sh species will be restored, such dewéfe, blue-
back herring, rainbow smelt and American eel, which rely de Win-
nicut for habitat. An event is slated for October 15 at 2 p.msite to | - EXeter River Geomorphic Assessme
commemorate the project and the partnerships that are soaliin get- and Plan

ting restoration work accomplished. For more informatioma links,

Pepperweed Patrol Resources

Coastal Program in the News

visit the Winnicut project website.

- J

Public Comment Period for NHCP Grant Rules

e Coastal Program has begun a process to revise our granirsgariteria (Env-Wq 2000). B
The proposed amendments are intended to clarify the granies and align them more E.
closely with the NHCP's enforceable policies and the NHGIPRES strategic plans. On August
28, NHCP releasedfarmal public noticeannouncing the public comment period. A public
hearing will be held at 10 a.m. on September 18, 2009 at thesBéaeld O# ce, 50 International
Drive, Suite 200, Portsmouth. Oral and written comments ba proposed amendments will be
considered at the hearing. Written comments submitted toatDES by 4 p.m. on September 28
2009 will also be considered. For questions or an electraipy of the proposed rules, please
contact Christian Williams at (603) 559-0025 or christian.wils@ues.nh.gov.




Great Bay Recreational Use Survey

help examine recreational uses of Great Bay, the Great Bajid Commis-
sion has created a survey to ascertain how and where useneeate in the Great
Bay Estuary, the quality of their recreational experieraad their level of concern
with speciec recreational and navigational issues. Therroission would very much
appreciate your participation in this conedential survepPleaseomplete the survey
by September 25, 2009. Visit tieHDES websitéor more information on the Great
Bay Siltation Commission.

Teens Help Stop the Spread of Invasive Plant

is summer the Coastal Program teamed up with Seacoast Y&gtvices to help stop

the spread of the destructive invasive plant perennial peggpveed. Teens enrolled in

a summer service learning program pulled an infestation @fgperweed at the Hampton

Transfer Station in July. Coastal Program sta! trainedeéhs on how to control pepper-

weed through hand-pulling, as well as gave them a snapshotwifat it's like to work at an
environmental agencyRead the press release on the NHDES Media Center website.

Partners Host Public Meeting on the Study of Tidal Energy

n June the Coastal Program hosted a public information maegtiwith the University of

New Hampshire to discuss the UNH Center for Ocean Renewatdegig's application to
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for a preliminaeymit to deploy a tidal en-
ergy device testing facility in the Piscataqua River berretiie General Sullivan and Little
Bay Bridges. Nearly 20 participants attended the meetimgluding representatives from
the O"ce of Energy and Planning, the Pease DevelopmentHfarity - Division of Ports and
Harbors, the National Marine Fisheries Service, UNH, €8livice of New Hampshire, and
others.Read the press release on the NHDES Media Center website.

Grant Opportunities

ﬁ"
The following grant opportunities are currently open andlege to envi- ﬂ‘ . &
7, New Hampshire =§ NHDES

ronmental work in the coastal watershed. Follow the links for details. Coastal Program .

Piscataqua Region Estuaries Partnership 2010 Local GrRumtgram The Rip Tide is published by
deadline September 24, 2009; selected projects will resulachieve- New Hampshire Coastal Program -
ment or signiecant progress toward achievement of one or meoAc-
tion Plans described in the PREP Management Piamd out more by
visiting PREP's website.

New Hampshire Department of
Environmental Services
50 International Drive, Suite 200

The National Estuary Program-NOAA Community-based Resitor Portsmouth, NH 03801
Partnership Citizen-driven Habitat Restoration Prograpne-proposals (603) 559-1500
due October 5, 2009. www.des.nh.qov
The partnership is seeking to fund on-the-ground activisievithin wa- coastal@des.nh.gov

tersheds of the National Estuary Programs that restore mayriestua-
rine, and riparian habitats beneeting living marine resmes and that
foster local stewardship of the coastal environmeftind out more by
reading the full announcement online.

Catherine Coletti, Editor




New publications, websites and tools

Website: Savegreatbay.org

group of concerned scientists, nonpro!'t
Agroups and individuals recently developed
the new websitesavegreatbay.org The goal is
to raise public awareness of water quality is-
sues in Great Bay and how to help.
The website serves as a virtual meeting place
for all who are concerned about the estuary
and its watershed. Its emphasis will be on in+
forming the public about the need to save

great bay, providing a place for all organiza-

tions working on water quality issues in Great Bay to postrmgeand
announcements, and encouraging the public to support theqgrams
and organizations working to help Great Bay. Visilvegreatbay.orgo

learn more.

Pepperweed Patrol Resources

'I'his summer, the Coastal Program alerted environmental orga
z

ations and community members in the

Seacoast of the invasive plant perennial pep-
perweed (Lepidium latifolium) in coastal New
Hampshire. It is a plant that recently began
its spread northward from Massachusetts
and, here in the Northeast, tends to be found

in salt marshes and areas of disturbance ”kT « Wanted Postet

roadsides. Pepperweed is detrimental to the

Materials

* WWebsite
» Fact sheet
» Slideshow

New Pepperweed

local coastal habitat due to its ability to out-

compete and crowd out local vegetation and inability to prale suit-

able habitat for local wildlife. The good news is that thisays assess-

ment only found two locations in New Hampshire: Odiorne S&td&ark

and the Hampton transfer station.

Exeter River Geomorphic Assessment and
Watershed-based Plan Now Available

e plan, which was partially funded by the Coastal Program,

based in the science of "uvial geomorphology, the study obva

rivers and landforms
interact

over

time

through di#erent cli-

matic conditions. The

plan identi'es stable
and unstable

reaches and provides

river

site-specilc manage-
ment recommenda-

tions for river reaches

continued on next page

More Grant Opportunities

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration FY2010 Community-based Marine De-
bris Removal Project Grantdeadline October
31. Projects implement locally driven, commu-
nity-based marine debris prevention, assess-
ment and removal projects that will bene!t
coastal habitat, waterways, and NOAA trust
resources.Find out more by visiting NOAA'S
website.

TN NN\ N\

Save these Dates!

September 18 & 19 -
International Coastal
Cleanup Day, student
& public cleanup
\Iin volunteers at

oastal waterways
to collect trash and
other debris and record !'ndings as part of an
international event sponsored by The Ocean
Conservancy and coordinated in New Hamp-
shire by The Blue Ocean Society for Marine
Conservation with Coastal Program fund-

ing. Find out more on the NHDES electronic
calendar of events.

September 29 - Southeast Watershed Alli-
ance Information Meeting
'I'he Southeast Watershed Alliance, estab-
lished by RSA 485-E in the 2009 legislative
session, sets up an organizational framework
for the 42 coastal watershed communities to
|earn about and address water quality issues.
Attend this meeting to get informed about
SWA and how communities will bene!t from
joining. Find out more on the NHDES elec-
tronic calendar of events.

October 16 - State of the Estuaries Confer-

ence

Highlighting the 22009 State of the Estuar-
ies Report,° this conference will feature

the most current information on environ-

mental indicators for the region's coastal wa-

tersheds Find out more on PREP's website.




Exeter River Geomorphic Assessmadntinued from previous page

susceptible to sooding, erosion or river channel adjustmie The plan also provides tools for managing cuvial erasio
hazard zones. The Exeter River Local Advisory Committagrisritly working with local partners to develop and imple-
ment projects to address recommendations outlined in theapl. The Exeter River watershed is located in sousesan
New Hampshire and spans 15 towns. The watersheca®@vers 109 square miles. The river originatethextowns of Ray-
mond and Chester and then <ows easterly for appiarately 32 miles before «owing into the tidal zonef the Squamscott
River in the town of Exeter. The Exeter River sgieated for greater protection of outstanding natal and cultural resourc-
es under the state's Rivers Management and ProtctAct. For more information about the plan and local imptenta-
tion e€orts, please contact Sally Soule, DES Coastal WetdrSupervisor, (603) 559-0032 or sally.soule@des.ah.go
View the plan on the NHDES website.

COASTAL PROGRAM IN THE NEWS

Coastal Program Grantees in the News

Seabrook Pet Waste Project

The Seabrook Pet Waste Project was one of !ve projects selected by NHCP aershéa Assistance to receive fund-
ing to develop a pet waste outreach campaign. The guitléhe Inside Scoop: How to Conduct a Pet Waste Outreach
Campaign,®was simultaneously released with a grant funding opportunity to helpglement the outreach activities

in 2007. In addition, NHCP and Watershed Assistance hosted a workshogp@pplicants develop their projects. Our
grantees, including the town of Seabrook, are now wrapping up their pagRead thefull articlein Seacoast Online
on the Seabrook pet waste project.

More Media Hits

Since our last issue of The Rip Tide, the Coastal Progranebawed press on a variety of projects, including the below
media hits.
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Exeter Great Dam:
Study on the Removal of Exeter's Great Dam, Seacoast online

Perennial Pepperweed:

Grow it Green with Margaret Hagen, WMUR-TV

Teens work to clear Seacoast's pepperweed, Seacoast online
Pepperweed Patrol on Frontline of Invasion, Seacoast online

Winnicut Dam Removal:
Winnicut Dam removal gets stimulus funds, Seacoast online
Greenland dam work gets 5009 in stimulus funding, Fosters Daily Dentocrp

Tidal Energy: \ /
UNH applies for grant for tidal turbine testing, Seacoast online Teens work to clear Seacoast's
pepperweed.

About this E-newsletter

The Rip Tide is NHCP's quarterly e-newsletter. All subscribers' e-mail addresses are kept con!dential and are not shared by NHCH
Contact Catherine Coletti, editor, at (603) 559-0024 or catherine.coletti@des.nh.gov with questions or comments.

About NHCP

NHCP is a federally approved coastal program authorized under the Coastal Zone Management Act and is administered by the
New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services. NHCP strives to maintain a balance between the use and presenvation
of coastal resources. Through partnerships, funding and science, NHCP works to improve water quality and decision making in 42
coastal watershed communities, supports maritime uses, and restores coastal wetlands.




