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Description: This site is the former research & development facility for the former 
Brown Paper Company. In latter years, research and development activities were 
terminated and the first floor of the east wing building was redeveloped for use as an 
employee training facility. The property is now owned by Tri-County Community Action 
Programs, Inc. (Tri-County CAP). 
 
Potential Environmental Concerns: Potential environmental concerns associated with 
this property include the ubiquitous presence of lead-based paint (which also contains 
PCBs) throughout the interior of both wings of the facility. An inferred release of PCBs 
from former electrical equipment in the second floor chemical storage room and 
associated tracking of the release into other common areas of the second floor of the east 
wing building has resulted in the presence of PCB-contaminated concrete flooring in the 
chemical storage room, second floor hallway, second floor stairway landing, and the 



second floor lavatory. A release of mercury from a barometer in the east wing building 
second floor hallway resulted in the presence of mercury contaminated concrete flooring 
in the second floor hallway and an adjacent laboratory room. 
 
Releases from electrical equipment in the west wing basement have resulted in the 
presence of PCB-contaminated concrete slab flooring and PCB-contaminated sediment in 
perimeter drainage troughs in the west wing basement. Some of these sediments have 
also been found to contain elemental mercury.  
 
Asbestos-containing building materials are located throughout both wings of the facility. 
PCB-containing floor tiles are located in the “wet lab” area of the first floor of the west 
wing. 
 
Releases from exterior electrical equipment have resulted in the presence of PCB-
contaminated surface soils adjacent to the southern, eastern, and northern exterior walls 
of the east wing and former one-story connector building. 
 
Previous Work: Phase I and Phase II Environmental Site Assessments and several 
phases of supplemental assessment work were completed on behalf of Northern Forest 
Heritage Park through a grant of technical services between 2000 and 2009. 
 
NHDES authorized Sanborn, Head & Associates, Inc. (SHA) to conduct a final stage of 
supplemental assessment work within the east wing and west wing to support preparation 
of cleanup planning documents. SHA submitted a remedy implementation plan and bid 
specifications for the first and second floors of the east wing and the exterior 
contaminated soils in April 2010.  
 
Cleanup operations for the east wing building and the exterior soils were started in June 
2010 and were completed in November 2010. A Remedial Action Plan Implementation 
Report (completion report) was submitted to NHDES in June 2011. SHA submitted a soil 
management plan and draft Notice of Activity and Use Restriction to address PCB-
containing soils below a depth of 5 feet adjacent to the southeast corner of the west wing 
building in January 2012. 
 
The Northern Forest Heritage Park initiated construction of their visitor’s center and 
display space in July 2010. Museum/visitor’s center completion has been delayed 
pending additional funding. 
 
Current Work:    
 
SHA submitted a Remedy Implementation for the interior of the west wing building in 
October 2011. This plan has been approved. However, initiation of west wing cleanup 
operations has not bee scheduled due to insufficient funds for the cleanup. 
 
NHDES is awaiting submittal of a recorded Notice of Activity and Use Restriction and 
photographic documentation of the completion of a fence to bar entry into the area 



covered by the Notice of Activity and Use Restriction and posting of the PCB Warning 
Signs on the fencing.  
 
Copies of all available Brownfields reports for this site can be accessed from NHDES’ 
ONESTOP Database at:  http://www2.des.state.nh.us/DESOnestop/BasicSearch.aspx. 
 
Scheduled Public Events: A public meeting was held at the abutting Northern Forest 
Heritage Park on April 6, 2010 to present the Remedial Action Plan for public comment.  
A public meeting was held at the Northern Forest Heritage Park on July 27, 2011 to 
inform the community of the remedial actions completed at the site and to dedicate the 
murals on the exterior of the west wing building. 
 
No public meetings are scheduled for the next six months. 
 
Cleanup Planning: Cleanup planning documents for the exterior soils and the interior of 
the east wing were submitted to NHDES and EPA and were implemented between June 
2010 and November 2010. Cleanup planning documents for the west wing were 
submitted and approved by NHDES. Initiation of cleanup actions within the west wing 
building have been postponed until such time as sufficient funding is secured. 
 
Section 106 of Historic Preservation Act: NHDES previously submitted Project 
Review Requests to the New Hampshire Department of Cultural Resources – Division of 
Historical Resources (DHR) upon receipt of the remedial action plan in late 2009. DHR 
issued a letter approving the proposed remediation approach on November 9, 2009. 
NHDES also submitted a Project Review Request to DHR for supplemental assessment 
work within the west wing building. DHR issued a determination of “No Potential to 
Cause Effects” on January 4, 2010. 
 
Funding: The assessment work completed at this site was funded via a variety of EPA 
Brownfields Grants including our Brownfields Coalition Assessment Grant and State 
Response Program Grants as well as NHDES’ Cost Recovery Fund. Cleanup actions at 
this site were funded via the following: 
 

·  EPA Brownfields Cleanup Grant - $200,000 
·  Brownfields Cleanup Revolving Loan Fund Grant (Sub-grant) - $200,000 
·  NHDES Cost Recovery Fund - $296,437 
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