
181 Leavitt Road 

Belmont, NH  03220 

 

New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

29 Hazen Drive 

Concord, NH  03301 

          March 31, 2015 

RE: Modification of  I-A Permit for Bestway Waste Transfer Facility 

 

Dear Commissioner Thomas Burack : 

 

We request that the modification of the I-A permit for the Bestway Facility in Belmont be denied.  

Further, we ask that the vicinity of the Tilton and Northfield drinking water supply wells be protected 

by changing the designation from GA-2 to GAA.  The Bestway transfer site lies on top of a shallow 

stratified drift aquifer.  Water supplies for the Towns of Belmont, Northfield and Tilton are drawn from 

this aquifer with local people using 800,000 gallons per day.  In the case of Tilton and Northfield, their 

sole public drinking water source is two wells within 3000 feet from the Bestway site. 

 

Bestway wants to increase the transfer station's capacity from 153 tons to 600 tons of solid waste per 

day, bringing in trash from other areas.  Potential for contaminants reaching our water supply would 

increase significantly with this proposed expansion of the Bestway transfer station.  The transfer station 

is located off Route 140 in Belmont.  

 

After considering the permit application materials including the proposed Bestway Operating Plan and 

related materials posted on the DES website and information presented at the DES Public Hearing in 

Belmont, New Hampshire on March 25,  2015, we believe there is insufficient protection of the aquifer 

which is the primary drinking water source for three towns.  The Bestway permit application includes  

no  impervious apron or catchment area for the tipping area and no test wells adjacent to the tipping 

and fuel storage/fueling areas for monitoring water quality.  The Operating Plan outlines basic 

measures to identify and separate out contaminants and illegal materials as waste is collected and 

separated or if spills occur, but does not identify potential effects from undetected toxins or 

contaminants.  Since only the tipping area and fueling area have concrete pads, the graveled roadways, 

public recycling bins and all surrounding areas on the Bestway site are open for penetration of 

contaminants into the aquifer.  There is also no mention of where and how garbage trucks and bins will 

be washed which would be an additional source of pollution to the aquifer.  Many of the recommended 

Best Management Practices for the Tri-Town Aquifer outlined by the Lakes Region Planning 

Commission in 2003 are not addressed in this permit application. 

 

The bond proposed to cover potential costs for closing the Bestway facility does not address the critical 

concern of damage to water quality in the aquifer and the drinking water supply to three towns.  

Without this protection, the Towns would have no recourse if Bestway damages their drinking water.  

Clearly, the higher level protection of GAA designation for the aquifer is merited given the high level 

of dependence on this source for drinking water by three towns.  

 

We ask that you deny this permit modification and extend GAA status to the area to reduce the risk of 

damage to this valuable and critically important aquifer and drinking water source. 

 

Sincerely,  

Donna Hepp and Jeffry Mc Killip 


