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DES Wetlands Bureau
Documented Violations Within

The Protected Shoreland

Shoreland Files 1999 – 2004 (6 year data)
Total Files Opened: 592

•Variances 118 20%
•Complaints (Enforcement) 474 80%

Of the Enforcement Files:
- No Formal Enforcement Action 264 56%
- Formal Enforcement Actions 163 34%
- No violation* 47   10%

# Complaints  Resolved 73 15%

Combined resolved and no violation   25%

Types of Variances Issued by Year
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Shoreland Enforcement
Case Load

• One enforcement person for the
state

• 99 new files each year
- 79 complaints of violations:

- 27 formal actions
- 8 no violation
- 44 no formal action

• Files can stay open as long as 5
years

• Current Case load is 176 files

Most documented violations 
occur within the Natural 
Woodland Buffer

150’
NWB

Types of
Violations:

• Healthy Well Distributed Stand 
• Basal Area
• Root/Stump Removal within 50’
• Primary Building Line
• Accessory Structure
• Erosion controls 
• Siltation or turbidity
• Other

Shoreland Files  2004
6 Year

Data
Total Files Opened: 96

•Variances and Waivers 44 46% 20%
•Complaints (Enforcement) 52 54% 80%

Of the Enforcement Files:
-No Enforcement Action 13 25% 56%
-Enforcement Actions 19 37% 34%
-No Violation 20 38%   10%

# Cases Resolved 6 11% 17%

No Violation + Cases Resolved 26 50%   25%
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RSA 483-B:9 V(a)(2)(A) Natural Woodland Buffer

A healthy, well distributed stand of trees, saplings, shrubs, 
ground cover, and their living undamaged root systems 
shall be left in place

Violations of "Healthy Well Distributed 
Stand"
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Accessory Structures must be:

•Set back 20 feet from the reference line
•Not exceed 20 feet in height; 
•Footprint no larger than 150 sq. ft.; 
•Cover no more than 25% of the property

Violations - Accessory Structures
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RSA 483-B:9 V(a)(2)(A) Natural Woodland Buffer

(a)(2)(E) Stumps and their root systems which are located 
within 50’ of the reference line, shall be left intact in the 
ground….

Violations - Stumps Removed Within 50'

8
3 2

6 4 2
0

10

20

30

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

RSA 483-B:9 V(a)(2)(A) Natural Woodland Buffer

Not more than a maximum of 50 percent of the basal area of 
trees, and a maximum of 50 percent of the total number of 
saplings shall be removed for any purpose in a 20 year 
period..

Violations - Basal Area
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Violations - Primary Building Line
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RSA 483-B:9 V (C)(2)

New structures and all modifications to existing structures within 
the protected shoreland shall be designed and constructed to prevent 
the release of surface runoff across exposed mineral soils.

Violations - Erosion Controls and 
Sedimentation
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Erosion
Controls
Sedimentation

RSA 483-B:9 II(c)

…water dependent structure(s)…shall be constructed only as 
Approved by the department, pursuant to RSA 482-A.

Violations - Other
Includes: Site Specific, Shoreline, Misc.
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HWDS-Healthy Well Distributed Stand       PBS   -Primary Building Setback
ACC   -Accessory Structure(s)                    EC      -Erosion Controls not in place
SILT   -Turbidity or Siltation Evidenced     BA      -50% Basal Area not maintained
OTH   -Misc. e.g. wetlands, Slash               STU    -Stumps removed within 50'

2004 Shoreland Violations by Type
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