UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910

DEC 16 2003

Governor Craig R. Benson

State of New Hampshire

Office of the Governor

107 North Main Street

State House - Rm. 208

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Dear Governor Benson:

The Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management has completed the approvability review
of the inland coastal boundary expansion of New Hampshire’s Coastal Program (NHCP)
amendment request pursuant to section 306 (d) of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972
(CZMA). After an extensive review of the inland boundary expansion, I find that the boundary
expansion, as described in the Final Findings of Approvability, meets all requirements of the
CZMA. Therefore, I approve the incorporation of the inland coastal boundary expansion into the
NHCP.

The enclosed Final Findings of Approvability provide details on how the boundary expansion
adequately addresses the amendment requirements as described in 15 CFR part 923.

Federal approval of the New Hampshire inland boundary expansion will be noticed in the
Federal Register as soon as possible. The notice will indicate that Federal consistency will now
apply to the expanded New Hampshire inland coastal boundary.

In approving this amendment, we recognize the hard work and effort of your staff in developing
this amendment. We commend the State for this challenging effort and know that this
amendment will have a positive impact in the implementation of the NHCP.,

Please contact Bill O’Beirne of my staff at (301) 713-3155 extension 160, if you have any
comments or questions on the approval of the amendment or the enclosed materials.

Sincerely

a0,

Richard W. Spinrad;
Assistant Administrator

.D.

Enclosure

CC: Jack Ruderman, w/encl.
Brian Mazerski, w/encl.
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