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Introduction

The following information includes the goals for the most recent edition of the New Hampshire Nonpoint Source Management Plan compiled by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.  This information is designed to provide a summary of the information that is referenced in the Watershed Assistance Grants Pre-applications.  The complete copy of the New Hampshire Nonpoint Source Management Plan describes specific actions desired to attain short and long term goals for water quality.  The overarching goal, within fifteen years, is to improve land management practices such that water quality standards are met throughout the state.

For more information, please refer to the complete hard copy of the New Hampshire Nonpoint Source Management Plan at: 603.271.7889 or visit: http://www.des.state.nh.us/WMB/Was/npspubs.htm for an electronic copy.

1. 
NPS Watershed Management            

Goal:

DES facilitates local watershed management initiatives and implements watershed restoration action plans.

2.
Nonpoint Source Management Strategy


Goal:

tc \l2 "GoalThe mission of the Department is to protect, maintain and enhance environmental quality in New Hampshire.  In keeping with this mission, the overall goal of the NPS program is to abate NPS pollution such that, by 2015, receiving waters meet or exceed water quality standards and designated uses in all watersheds (Connecticut, Upper Merrimack, Lower Merrimack, Coastal/Piscataqua, and Androscoggin/Saco).  As interim milestones, it is the goal of the NPS program that by 2005, 75% of receiving waters meet or exceed water quality standards and designated uses in all watersheds, and that by 2010, 95% of receiving waters meet or exceed standards and uses.  It should be noted that currently less than 25% of New Hampshire’s waters are assessed, and that DES is working toward greater assessment coverage of the state.  The interim goals should be adjusted according to available assessment data. The NPS Management Plan is a blueprint for achieving these 5, 10, and 15 year goals.

A mix of short- and long-term goals are identified for each NPS type, discussed in this Section of the Plan. Ultimately, success in meeting these goals will be measured by the extent to which water quality standards are achieved and designated uses are protected.

Objectives identified in the Plan describe several preferred approaches to NPS management.  They include:

(
Public education, 

(
Local involvement in problem solving,

(
Implementation of Best Management Practices, whether as voluntary or mandatory measures,

 

(
Reduction of pollution source materials, and

(
Recycling of biodegradable “wastes,” reusable materials, and materials that can be 



made into something else.

The Plan also recognizes the importance of enforcing existing laws and regulations at all levels of government and the need to monitor both environmental change and the effectiveness of proposed solutions to NPS problems.
 3.
Urban Runoff

Goal:tc \l2 "Goal
ADVANCE \d7Local entities, where the fundamental authority for stormwater management resides, have the knowledge and tools with which to control runoff and maintain or enhance water quality over the long term.

4.
Habitat and Hydrologic Modification

Goal:tc \l2 "Goal
Human activities that may result in hydrologic or habitat modification are controlled to the extent that water bodies and riparian areas in urban, urbanizing, and rural watersheds alike are protected, and aquatic habitat is protected.

Goal:

Remaining floodplain forests throughout the state are protected through permanent land conservation.

5 - Subsurface Disposal Systems

Goal:
tc \l2 "GoalNew Hampshire citizens are educated to the importance of subsurface system operations and maintenance and financially equipped to deal with system replacements, particularly around lakes and in drinking water source protection areas.

Goal:

Subsurface system requirements reflect the best technological information available.

6.
Junk, Salvage, and reclamation Yards


Goal:


tc \l2 "GoalSurface and ground water quality in the vicinity of motor vehicle junkyards and metals salvage yards meet water quality standards in order to protect human health and the environment.

7.
Construction
tc \l1 "ConstructionGoal:
tc \l2 "GoalLocal decision makers implement and use available tools for controlling runoff from construction sites.

Goal:


tc \l2 "Goal
DOT road construction projects that are presently exempt from regulation conform with construction site BMPs.  

Note in this connection that DES will be instituting a permit by rule program for contractors on DOT highway projects to facilitate communication about BMPs and related measures.

8.
Marinas and Recreational Boating

Goal:
tc \l2 "GoalImpacts of recreational boating on water quality are minimized or prevented.

9.
Road Maintenance

tc \l1 "Road MaintenanceGoal:

tc \l2 "GoalSurface and ground waters are protected from erosion due to road maintenance activities or poor planning, design, and construction, and from road salt impacts and abrasives.

10.
Unlined Landfills

Goal
tc \l2 "GoalAll unlined municipal solid waste landfills, public and private, are properly closed by the year 2010, and lined landfills continue to be constructed and operated according to applicable state and federal standards and requirements.

11.
Land Disposal of Sludge, or Biosolids

Goal:

tc \l2 "GoalBiosolid applications on the land are regulated to the point that soil and water resources are protected from degradation and the organic matter and nutrients in them is recycled.

12.
Land Disposal of Septage

Goal:

tc \l2 "Goal Septage disposal capacity meets all the needs of the public in an affordable, reliable way.

Goal: 

tc \l2 "Goal Regulations governing land application of septage protect the environment, and citizens are informed about what they need to do to ensure environmental protection, including education about proper disposal of household chemicals.

13.
Agriculture

Goal:
tc \l2 "GoalThe owners of large and small farms alike use BMPs to eliminate pollution and minimize their applications of pesticides and plant nutrients.

14.
Timber Harvesting

Goal:
tc \l2 "GoalTimber harvesting operations reflect best management practices to control runoff and minimize wetland and other environmental impacts.
15.
Resource Extraction

Goal:
tc \l2 "GoalGravel operations:

(

meet minimum operational and reclamation standards codified in RSA 155-E;

(

comply with terrain alteration specifications spelled out in the permits; and

(

comply with any additional local regulations.

16.
Storage Tanks

Goal:
tc \l2 "GoalFinancial and technical assistance to remediate or avoid problems from above and below ground storage tanks are available to qualifying parties.

Goal:tc \l2 "Goal
Up-to-date information on the status of UST sites is available.

17.
Golf Courses and Landscaping

Goal:

tc \l2 "GoalNutrients and pesticides of all kinds are applied, if at all, at recommended levels and do not run off or leach to surface or ground water.
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