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(Maximum 100 points) 
 
PROTECTION OF WATER QUALITY & PUBLIC HEALTH (40 points maximum) 
Project Addresses:       % Maximum  Points 
Federal or state administrative order or consent decree            100%     40.0 
Surface water quality impairment      75%     30.0 
Chronic NPDES compliance issues (w/out order)    50%     20.0 
Surface water quality in unimpaired waters     25%     10.0 
Little water quality benefit       0%       0.0 
 
 
AFFORDABILITY (25 points maximum) 
Project Addresses:        % Maximum  Points 
Affordability score greater than or equal to 2.5                100%      25.0 
Affordability score between 1.50 and 2.49         75%    18.75 
Affordability score between 1.00 and 1.49        50%      12.5 
Affordability score between 0.05 and 0.99        25%      6.25  
Affordability score less than 0.5           0%        0.0 
 
 
GREEN PROJECT RESERVE (20 points maximum)  
Project Addresses:       % Maximum     Points 
>75% project cost considered green                             100%           20.0 
50%-75% project cost considered green            75%              15.0 
25%-50% project costs considered green        50%            10.0 
Up to 25% project costs considered green        25%                5.0 
   
 
SUSTAINABILITY (15 points maximum)  
Project Addresses:       % Maximum   Points 
Facility Flow or Loading as % of Capacity     
Above 80%                       67%                 10.0 

and/or Aging Infrastructure 

Climate change adaptation or mitigation measures         33%      5.0 
Infiltration and inflow            33%      5.0 
Implementation of a DES approved asset management program      33%      5.0 
Implementation of a DES approved energy audit        33%      5.0 
Reuse or recycling of water resources       33%      5.0 
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The Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) is an important low interest loan program 
assisting communities with the planning, design and construction of eligible water pollution 
control infrastructure projects. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) capitalizes the 
New Hampshire CWSRF with yearly grants, which in turn are used to provide loans to eligible 
entities throughout the state. Loan recipients are typically municipal or other local government 
entities. 

 
The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES) has developed a ranking 
system to prioritize projects for the most effective use of available funds. The criteria that are 
used to evaluate and rank eligible project pre-applications are listed below. If two or more 
projects receive an equal score, the higher ranking will go to the project serving the greatest 
existing population. The criteria below apply to wastewater projects; nonpoint source and 
stormwater projects will be ranked using separate criteria.   

 
PROTECTION OF WATER QUALITY (Maximum 40 points) 
 
Federal or state administrative order or consent decree means the public owner is under a court 
order or a state or federal consent decree, or a state or federal administrative order, or 
administrative order by consent requiring the owner to address pollution control issues by 
complying with a schedule of events. 
 
Surface water quality impairment means the project will result in the removal of pollutants that 
cause surface water impairment(s).  
 
Chronic National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) compliance issues (w/out 
order) means the project will result in the elimination of frequent violations of a facility’s 
NPDES permit discharge limitations, but the facility discharge does not cause a surface water 
impairment and is not currently subject to a state or federal enforcement action.  
 
Surface water quality in unimpaired waters means that the project will result in an improvement 
of surface water quality in a segment that is not impaired.  
 
AFFORDABILITY (Maximum 25 points) 
Affordability means the ability of a community to afford a project based on three factors (below).  
The numerical values of each factor are summed for an overall Affordability score. 
 
1) Sewer Use Fee vs. Median Household Income (MHI): the proportion of the community’s 

sewer use fee relative to MHI;  
2) Unemployment Rate: the proportion of the community’s average unemployment rate relative 

to the New Hampshire average unemployment rate for the previous calendar year; and  
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AFFORDABILITY (Cont.) 
3) Population Change: the proportion of the population change in the community relative to the 

change in New Hampshire’s population since the last census (2010). 
 

Sewer Use Fee vs. Median Household Income Factor (MHI)  
The ratio of the community sewer use fee divided by the community MHI is multiplied by 
100% to determine the value for this factor. For example, a ratio of > 2.0 means that the 
sewer use fee for the community is greater than 2% of the MHI.  
 
The annual sewer use fee for a typical family home is provided by the applicant. The 
typical family home uses approximately 71,996 gallons water per year, or 9,625 cubic feet 
of water per year, or about 197 gallons per day.  
 
The American Community Survey latest 5-year estimate determines the MHI of the town, 
city, or census district: 
http://factfinder.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?src=bkmk 
 
Unemployment Rate Factor  
The ratio of the community’s average annual unemployment rate divided by the average 
New Hampshire unemployment rate, as published by the NH Department of Employment 
Security, rounded to two decimal places, is used to determine the value for this factor.   
The value of Unemployment Rate ratio above is determined as follows:  
  

Ratio  Unemployment Rate Value 
>2.5 0.5 
1.99-2.49 0.4 
1.5-1.99 0.3 
1-1.49 0.2 
<1 0 

 
Population Change Factor 
The ratio of the community’s population change (positive or negative, expressed as a 
percentage) and the overall New Hampshire population change since the last census, 
rounded to two decimal places, is used to determine the value for this factor.  The source 
of this data is the New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning. 
The value of the Population Change ratio above is determined as follows: 
 

Ratio Population Change Value 
>8 0.5 
6-7.99 0.4 
4-5.99 0.3 
2-3.99 0.2 
<2 0 
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GREEN PROJECT RESERVE (Maximum 20 points)  
 
The goal of the Green Project Reserve (GPR) is to guide funding toward projects that utilize 
green or soft-path practices to: complement and augment hard or gray infrastructure; adopt 
practices that reduce the environmental footprint of water and wastewater treatment, collection 
and distribution; help utilities adapt to climate change; enhance water and energy conservation; 
adopt more sustainable solutions to wet weather flows; promote low impact development with 
respect to stormwater runoff; restore natural hydrology; and promote innovative approaches to 
water management problems. Over time, some GPR projects can enable utilities to take savings 
derived from reducing water losses and energy consumption, and use them for public health and 
environmental enhancement projects. GPR projects can also prevent more costly stormwater 
infrastructure repairs in the future.  
 
There are four types of projects that are considered categorically green for purposes of the Green 
Project Reserve: green infrastructure, water efficiency, energy efficiency, and environmentally 
innovative. Other projects may be eligible for the Green Project Reserve, but must provide clear 
documentation demonstrating that the project achieves identifiable and substantial “green” 
benefits.    
 
Percentage of project cost considered green means that portion of project cost related to green 
infrastructure, as defined in the USEPA guidance document:  
2012 CWSRF 10% Green Project Reserve: Guidance for Determining Project Eligibility 
(http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wweb/documents/gpr-guidance.pdf.  
 
To score green components, the dollar value of green elements will be determined as a percent of 
the total project cost. This percent will be multiplied by a constant value of 0.2 to obtain the 
number of points. For example, if 50% of the cost of the entire project is attributed to green 
components, the project would receive 10 points (0.2 x 50 = 10). Applicants must reference in 
the CWSRF pre-application the section number(s) in the USEPA guidance document: 2012 
CWSRF 10% Green Project Reserve: Guidance for Determining Project Eligibility, for all 
related green elements of the project. For example, if the project will incorporate an onsite 
alternative energy source (e.g., wind, solar, hydro, etc.) then the applicant must reference “3.2-
1a”. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY (Maximum 15 points) 
 
Facility flow or loading as a percent of capacity is calculated as the current wastewater treatment 
plant, pump station or sewer (collectively a facility) hydraulic or organic average monthly 
loading divided by its design hydraulic or organic loading multiplied by 100%. 
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SUSTAINABILITY (Cont.) 
Climate change adaptation or mitigation measures means a project that implements a climate 
change adaptation or mitigation strategy as outline by USEPA’s Adaptive Response Framework 
for Drinking Water and Wastewater Utilities at  
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/watersecurity/climate/upload/epa817f12009.pdf.  For a list of 
adaptation measures, see page 17 of USEPA’s Adaptation Strategies Guide for Water Utilities at 
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/watersecurity/climate/upload/epa817k13001.pdf.  Mitigation 
measures will be related to energy efficiency improvements as approved by DES.  
 
Infiltration and Inflow means a cost-effective project that addresses excessive infiltration/inflow 
(I/I). 
 
Implementation of an approved asset management program means the project will carry out 
recommendations in an existing, active asset management program that meets the standards 
outlined in the NHDES CWSRF Asset Management Principal Forgiveness 
Guidance Document dated April 2016: 
(http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/dwgb/asset-managment/documents/cwsrf-am-
guide.pdf). Points will be awarded to applicants that currently have an approved, active asset 
management program.  
 
Implementation of a DES approved energy audit means that the project is implementing 
recommendations in a comprehensive process energy audit approved by DES.  Points will be 
awarded for applicants that have previously completed a comprehensive process energy audit.  
 
Reuse or recycling of water resources means a project that provides for reuse or recycling of 
stormwater, wastewater, or treatment products/resources (e.g., biosolids/biogas for energy 
generation, nutrients, treated effluent or stormwater for reuse, etc.) 

 


